Standard 4 — Vessel preparation and loading

Guiding principle

The sea voyage is planned and is undertaken on an appropriately provisioned vessel certified for the carriage of
livestock, and the livestock are loaded in a manner that prevents injury and minimises stress.

Required outcomes

- Livestock are healthy, fit to travel and comply with importing country requirements.
- The vessel meets Australian requirements for the safe carriage of livestock.

= Sufficient personnel must be available both at loading and during the voyage to ensure that livestock husbandry and
welfare needs are addressed.

« Livestock are handled and loaded in a manner that prevents injury and minimises stress.
< The travel and loading plans adequately address the health and welfare of the livestock.
« Ahealth certificate and an export permit are issued by the Australian Quarantine and Inspection Service (AQIS).

Overview

The Australian Maritime Safety Authority (AMSA) is responsible for the inspection of selected foreign flag ships to
monitor their compliance with safety and environment protection standards, including safe carriage of livestock as cargo.

The master of the vessel is responsible for the vessel's loading configuration and for ensuring the safety of the vessel,
crew and cargo during loading.

Livestock vessels carry crew in sufficient numbers with experience in the care of animals to satisfactorily provide for their
tending, feeding and watering, as well as assisting the accredited stock person(s) and/or veterinarian onboard in their
responsibilities during the voyage.

The loading phase begins with the arrival of livestock at the port of loading. It ends when all of the animals have been
loaded onto the vessel. Once loading has been completed in accordance with the loading plan, an export permit and
health certificate will be issued.

The exporter is responsible for providing competent animal handlers to ensure that livestock are loaded in @ manner that
prevents injury and minimises stress, and for ensuring that suitable loading facilities are provided. The vessel owner is
responsible for ensuring that the vessel is appropriately designed, constructed, equipped, maintained and certified to
carry the cargo of livestock.

The exporter must ensure that stocking densities meet all legislative requirements; that there is adequate provisioning of
the vessel before departure, including feed, water and veterinary supplies; and that accredited stock persons and, when
required, an accredited veterinarian have been engaged.

The exporter must be able to demonstrate that the loading of the livestock at the port of loading has been conducted in
accordance with the approved loading plan, any importing country requirements relating to the consignment, and
relevant requirements of the Australian Government and the state or territory for loading of livestock.

These Standards are relevant to each stage of the livestock export chain and should be reflected in relevant quality
assurance programs. Livestock sourced for export must meet any requirement under a law of a state or territory. State
and territory governments are responsible for ensuring that these jurisdictional requirements are met under respective
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state and territory legislation. AQIS must be satisfied that importing country requirements and the standards have been
met before issuing a health certificate and export permit.

Further details regarding roles and responsibilities and the export chain process is outlined in the Australian Position
Statement on the Export of Livestock (www.daff.gov.au/livestockexportstandards).

Linkages to other parts of the export chain

Only fit animals that comply with these Standards and importing country requirements can be transported to the port of
loading for export.

Once loading begins, the master of the vessel assumes responsibility for the management and care of the livestock to
the point of disembarkation. The exporter must provide details of any aspect of the preparation for export that may affect
the future health and welfare of the livestock, and any relevant instructions for the care of the livestock during the
voyage.

Definitions

Accredited stock person means a stock person who is accredited by LiveCorp for the shipboard husbandry of
livestock.

Accredited veterinarian means a veterinarian who is accredited by AQIS to carry out duties in relation to the export of
livestock.
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